
cross
04 | Why did Jesus have to die?
This study guide is meant to be used as a simple tool to help your

Small group dive deeper into god’s word, nurture conversation,

And draw your group nearer to Christ. As a leader, begin your

Group in prayer by asking the Holy Spirit to lead your discussion.

I  AM SER IES  04



What is the best way to restore a broken 

relationship?

reflect



Most people don’t celebrate the manner in which famous people die, particularly if they 
were executed in a painful and gruesome way.

Yet, Christians find their hope in Jesus’ death on the Cross. There was an 

important reason why Jesus died on the Cross.

S P I R I T UA L  R E A L I T Y - C H E C K 

There is no doubt that evil exists in the world. Evil and selfcentredness can be found in 
all of us. The Bible tells us that the consequence of evil is pain, suffering and death.

• “For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” Romans 3:23
• “It’s your sins that have cut you off from God.” Isaiah 59:2
• “For the wages of sin is death.” Romans 6:23

The reality is that we cannot solve the problem of sin ourselves:

• “By ourselves, we are spiritually dead because of our disobedience and sins.”  
Ephesians 2:1

• Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave of sin.” John 8:34
• Jesus said, “For you can do nothing without me.” John 15:5



search
“FOR GOD SO LOVED THE 

WORLD, THAT HE GAVE

HIS ONLY SON.” 
J O H N  3 : 1 6



1  G O D’ S  R E S P O N S E   
The Bible tells us that even though we have walked away from God, He still loves us and 
has stepped into this world to solve the problem of sin, suffering and death:

• “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life.” John 3:16

• “But God’s mercy is so abundant, and his love for us is so great, that while we were 
spiritually dead in our disobedience he brought us to life with Christ. It is by God’s 
grace that you have been saved.” Ephesians 2:4,5

• “But because of our sins and the evil we did, he was wounded, and beaten. We are 
healed by the punishment he suffered, made whole by the blows he received.” Isaiah 
53:5



2  T H E  O U TCOM E 
Jesus accomplished something incredible for us on the Cross!

• Friends with God “We were God’s enemies, but he made us 
his friends through the death of his Son. Now that we are 
God’s friends, how much more will we be saved by Christ’s 
life!” Romans 5:10

• A new person “This means that anyone who belongs to 
Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new 
life has begun!” 2 Corinthians 5:7

• Cleanses us from sin “The blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses 
us from all sin.” 1 John 1:7

• Victory “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 15:57

• Evil and sin don’t have to control our lives “God can and 
does give us the power and ability to live a life of faith, 
victory and service to others.” Romans 6:14experienced the 
life-transforming power of Jesus in their own lives. Jesus still 
transforms people’s lives today!

      THE OLD 
LIFE IS GONE, 
A NEW LIFE HAS 
BEGUN!
A  N E W  P E R S O N



real talk

How do you know if someone 

really loves you?

How does the idea that Jesus died for you 

personally make you feel?

Q 1 .

Q 2 .

Q 3 .

Why is forgiveness so important in 

relationships?



It is by God’s grace that 

you have been saved.”

reimagine

Fu r t he r  S t udy : 

Galatians 3:13, 2:20, 4:5, 

2 Corinthians 5:21, 1 Peter 1:18-19, 

2:24, 3:18 Deuteronomy 27:26, 

Romans 8:3, 1 Corinthians 7:23, 

Matthew 20:28, Ephesians 1:7, 

Hebrews 4:15-16, 5:5, 7:25, 8:1-2, 

9:11-15, 24-28, 10:12-14, 19-26

Re s ou rc e s  fo r  fu r t he r 

re a d i ng :

• The Cross of Christ - John Stott
• He Chose the Nails: What God Did to 
  Win Your Heart - Max Lucado
• Steps to Christ - Ellen White

N E X T  ST E P  If Jesus died on the Cross for you, so that your relationship with 
       God could be restored, would you like to accept what He has 
     done for you?

R E A D  E P H E S I A N S  2 : 1 - 1 0


